“PRESSING ON…”

“I press on towards the goal…” Philippians 3:14

BISHOP BENON MAGEZI
We are very sad to announce the tragic death
of our dear Bishop, Rt. Rev. Benon Magezi,
who was the Chairman of the Church of
Uganda Kisiizi Hospital Board of Governors.
Bishop Benon was a very genuine and caring
man and was always very supportive of Kisiizi
and its staff. We will miss him greatly. He
had covid-19 infection and he died in the
Intensive Care Unit of the Mulago national
referral hospital in Kampala.

Due to the lock-down announced by the President
normal services are prohibited so a “scientific” memorial
service with few people physically present but many on
virtual links was held in Kampala (see eulogy on YouTube
video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V5qNvXNrfeM)
The following tribute was released by the Archbishop on
hearing of Bishop Benon’s death:

RISE IN GLORY, BISHOP BENON MAGEZI,
NORTH KIGEZI DIOCESE
The Most Rev. Dr. Stephen Samuel Kaziimba, Archbishop of the Church of Uganda, regrets to
announce the untimely death of the Rt. Rev. Benon Magezi, Bishop of North Kigezi Diocese.
th

Bishop Magezi died on 15 June after a short illness. Burial arrangements are still pending.
th

Bishop Benon Magezi was consecrated and enthroned as Bishop on 8 January 2017 at
Emmanuel Cathedral, Kinyasano, Rukungiri. He had recently launched a major fundraising
campaign to expand the Cathedral and the church’s ministry in the Diocese.
Bishop Benon Magezi grew up in a Christian home and attended church regularly with his
family. During a Mission Sunday at his local church in 1981, he received Jesus Christ as his
personal Lord and Saviour and was born again. The following year he left teaching and began
full-time ministry as a parish youth worker.

Prior to his election as Bishop, he served as Diocesan Treasurer of North Kigezi Diocese, and
in many parishes. He was ordained a deacon in December 1991 and a priest the following
year. He earned a Bachelor of Divinity from the Bishop Tucker School of Divinity and Theology
at Uganda Christian University, Mukono, in 2009, having earned both a Certificate and
Diploma in Theology from Bishop Barham Theological College in 1990 and 1998, respectively.
He is survived by his wife, Gladys and their five children.

“Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his Saints.” (Ps 116.15)
===============================================================================================

COVID SPREADING ACROSS UGANDA
People are now getting frightened as the disease spreads
across the country. President Museveni announced a new
lock-down but it seems the virus has already moved out from
Kampala to rural areas including Kisiizi where we are seeing
positive case numbers escalate.
The official policy is that cases needing hospitalisation should
be referred to Regional Referral Hospitals which have been
funded to provide covid care but the indications are that many
of these RRH’s are becoming full and overwhelmed. A football
stadium in Kampala is being used for patients too.
For a while we could not access tests but thankfully we have
just received a further supply.

Supply lines for Personal
Protective Equipment
are uncertain. One
supplier recently sent us
non-medical masks!
Some of our Staff have
received first dose of AZ
vaccine, we await futher
supplies.

We now have a challenge with oxygen. Kisiizi has 24 oxygen concentrators of which one is part
of a Universal Anaesthetics Machine, and also 2 portable concentrators for moving patients. However these
machines cannot provide more than 5 litres / minute flow of oxygen and some patients with covid and other
conditions need higher flow rates and so need to have cylinder oxygen. We have just heard that the oxygen plant at
Kabale RRH (Kabale is about 90 minutes drive from Kisiizi) that usually helps refill our cylinders is struggling and even
Mbarara, our regional city about 130km away is reportedly not having supplies either.

Masks are seen but not always worn effectively…

But meanwhile life goes on…

Continuous professional development audit
meetings
Caring for the sick neonates…

..and thanks so
much to those of
you who have sent
knitted clothes for
the babies!

A 2 year old who arrived deeply unconscious being cared for in the High Dependency Room in Children’s Ward.
She has thankfully made an excellent recovery.

The hospital carpenters help make a wide range of items, here
they are working on a table.

Meanwhile the electricians from Kisiizi Hospital
Power Limited are trying to break the British
record for how many people it takes to change a
fluorescent light tube!

Comings and goings…
We have said farewell to Drs Laurence & Marjay Pallant who have
worked with us since March. They had to leave a little earlier than
planned due to the changing lockdown rules in Uganda and UK but
nevertheless still managed to have a couple of goodbye parties
with the obligatory cakes!
Welcome to Akidi Fiona Bua
from northern Uganda who has
joined us as an Accounts Assistant
and is settling in well.
Part of her role is counting cash which is
greatly
helped by this machine. These 20,000 Uganda Shilling notes are each worth
approximately £4.10p in sterling equivalent.

Finances remain tight and
challenging but we are making
progress and moving forward.
We are very grateful for the
prayers and support of friends of
Kisiizi in these times.
As we near the end of the financial year in Uganda on 30th June we have
to do stock checks of all supplies including medicines, equipment
inventories, IT and even livestock!

An unexpected arrival was an overland truck from the
Czech Republic visiting Kisiizi Falls tourism park. The local
children immediately gathered to inspect this unusual
sight!

Finally!
After a lot of effort and frustration we have finally
achieved a long-held goal of a robust back up system for our laboratory analysers and equipment to protect them
should there be a power cut. It is very frustrating if a machine is being calibrated and then in the midst of the cycle
there is a power cut and it has to be all started again. It can also affect the time taken for patient tests etc. so we are
delighted to now have this uninterruptible power supply UPS system.

===============================================================================================
This year the Developing Health Course run by Christian
Medical Fellowship UK will be virtual with four morning sessions.
Kisiizi will feature prominently in Day 1 with video clips of our
Mothers’ Waiting Home (with Dr Henry Lukabwe and Sister Judith
Tumusiime) and Community Health Insurance Scheme (with Moses
Mugume & Winfred Komujuni) and an introduction (with Ian
Spillman) as part of the session on Developing Resilience in resourcelimited Health Systems.
We encourage nursing, midwifery, medical and allied health
professional staff interested in global health to sign up for one or
more of the sessions:
https://www.cmf.org.uk/global/dhc/

Mr Moses Mugume
===============================================================================================

All creatures great and small enrich our
environment…

===============================================================================================
< Thanks to Joel for inspiration as we worked on this newsletter and other projects!

Thank you from all on the
Management Team for the
messages of encouragement as we
persevere through this challenging
time. God is good and we believe
He will take us through…

===============================================================================================
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS, ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT helping us to bring

LIFE IN ALL ITS FULLNESS.
We would be glad to hear from you (khmedsup@gmail.com) that you have safely received this
newsletter. If you wish us to update your email address to a more permanent one or remove you
from our list please email us.
"Would you be happy to receive regular email updates from Kisiizi Partners? If so, please
respond to this email/email richard@kisiizipartners.org.uk and we can add you to our
mailing list with your consent to adhere to GDPR regulations"

Absa bank (previously Barclays): Kabale branch
Sort code 01-32-61 Account: COU Kisiizi Hospital 6003717303
To benefit from Gift Aid
please give via Kisiizi Partners

www.kisiizipartners.org.uk
www.kisiizihospital.org.ug

UK Account: National Westminster Berkhamsted branch
Sort code 55-70-10
Account: Kisiizi Hospital 06513123

www.kisiizifalls.com

www.streamlinehealth.org

