
  “PRESSING 

ON…” 
“I press on towards the 

goal…”  

Philippians 3:14 

Dear Friends of Kisiizi… the 

photos shows the lovely 

Ihunga hills a few kilometers 

up the valley from Kisiizi on a 

sunny day… a contrast to the 

scenes here shortly after we 

sent around the last Update 

News when we had torrential 

rain leading to flash floods…  

 

Thankfully the channel we had dug in 2017 after the 

previous floods helped but the culvert put in by the 

National Road Authority proved to be far too small for 

the deluge that came… 

 

 

Lower wards had to be evacuated and the main 

hydro-electricity generator was damaged but the 

back-up worked well.  The 

water supply pipes were 

swept away but our 

plumbers connected a 

temporary line within a 

day so this was quickly 

sorted. 

 

Here is the Mothers’ 

Waiting Home on the left 

with fast-moving 

floodwater across the 

whole area over to staff 

houses…  



 
 

And, of course, life goes on in spite of the 

floods… and a drama unfolded in the car 

next to flooded the main roundabout of 

the hospital shown in the photo (though the 

photographer didn’t know what was going on at the 

time!).  Sister Hanna, a senior midwife, was 

heading for a very late lunch when she 

heard sounds from the car and realised a 

mother was stranded alone about to 

deliver… so she improvised to deliver her 

then realised that the baby was premature 

and not breathing so needed resuscitation, 

all this happening under the two umbrellas  

seen in the photo!  Happily mother and 

baby were safely moved up to the 

Maternity unit and went home a few days 

later fit and well… not sure if the baby is 

called Noah! 

 

 

A porter making handles for hoes 

to help clear up the debris from 

the floods… >>>>>>> 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The water pipes from our capped spring to our reservoir tanks were washed away so Richard and Black, our 

plumbers, were very busy… 

Here is Children’s ward after 

evacuation with muddy water 

everywhere… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We evacuated patients to different 

locations… including using the 

Chapel as an overflow ward. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patients returned to their cleaned up wards after 2 – 3 days and all clinical services continued throughout this 

period. 

 



The photo shows the 

wave of water up 

against the generator 

house 

 

The main hydro-

electricity generator 

was damaged but 

thankfully the backup 

is in the higher 

building shown in the 

photo with the silver 

coloured roof…  

 

We had to dismantle 

and then rewind the 

alternator.  When 

complete it had to be varnished and 

then dried as shown where a light is 

being used to speed up the drying 

process…  

Thankfully it is all now working 

well again.  We are so grateful for 

the support we have had from 

friends in response to the flood.  

We are putting in further 

protective measures including a 

barrier to try and avoid any further 

damage in the future and we are 

aiming to deepen and broaden the 

main drainage channel. 

=============================================================================================== 

 

The Hope Clinic in Rwentobo 

continues its work and recently the 

District Health Officer from 

Ntungamo (centre) came with 

immunisation equipment and 

supplies.  Martha (left) is an enrolled 

nurse and the longest serving 

member of the Hope team, and Sarah 

(right) is a clinical officer who heads 

up the team.   

 

They are supported by visits at least 

once a month by Sisters Diana 

Kanyesigye and Hanna Spillman to 

replenish supplies etc.  Like 

everywhere else the clinic has been impacted by the covid-19 repercussions but we hope the situation will improve 

and developments can continue. 



 
A worker from Kisiizi Hospital Power Limited sorting out some 

cabling issues… some of you will recognise the roof tiles of the 

old flax factory building in the lower right of the photo… 

 

Left:  Emmanuel, one of our nursing team, caught with non-

matching shoes in theatre! 

A traditional fisherman following his daily routine with his 

baskets collected from the river to catch mudfish etc. 

 

 

 

 



 

Even with the distractions of 

covid-19 and the flooding, the 

normal medical work 

continues…  

This is a 9 year old boy with a 

history of vomiting for 3 

months and headache for two 

days.  Careful examination 

showed changes in his retina 

suggesting raised pressure in 

the skull and he was sent for 

a CT scan in Kabale about 90 

minutes drive away.  This 

confirmed that he had a brain 

tumour.  He was referred to neurosurgeons and has now had the tumour removed 

and we pray he makes a good recovery.  Moving very sick patients for a scan is 

potentially dangerous so longer term we hope to have a CT scan in Kisiizi as we are 

sending quite a few patients (mostly adults) for definitive diagnosis of stroke etc as 

it guides optimal management. 

 

Ahmlet, Laboratory technician, taking emergency donor blood from one of our kind 

student nurses.  Our main blood supplies come from the Regional Transfusion 

Laboratory in Mbarara via a sub-unit at Nyakibale Hospital near Rukungiri but 

sometimes we don’t have enough of the right group for an emergency or we need 

fresh blood so we use volunteer donors when necessary to save lives. 

 

The finalists are back at the School 

of Nursing again preparing for their 

examinations. It has been a very 

disjointed year for them so we 

pray that they can focus and get up 

to speed and perform well. 

 

 

 

The long awaited bus for the 

School of Nursing & Midwifery has 

arrived… Students have been 

contributing towards the bus fund 

for some years to help achieve this 

target. 

 



COVID UPDATE 

At the time of writing, Kisiizi has cared 

for a number of suspects in its Isolation 

Unit and we have just had our first 

confirmed case who is clinically 

improving. 

 

The “case definition” to help diagnose 

cases seems to become wider and wider 

as more symptoms and patterns of 

covid-19 effects are reported and hence 

it is challenging to separate cases from 

all the other patients we receive so we 

have to be vigilant and cautious. 

 

Meanwhile we continue to follow 

precautions such as having Staff Prayers outside instead of in the chapel with masks and social distancing after hand 

sanitisation etc.  Having said that, it is very hard to enforce in ward areas due to the numbers of patients but staff 

have Personal Protective Equipment and Kisiizi continues to make its own alcohol-based hand-rub to a WHO 

formula. 

 

For those interested, more information from the Ministry of Health regarding progress of Covid-19 in Uganda is 

available on  https://www.health.go.ug/covid/ (this is an updated link). 

 

 

 

New waterpipes 

to improve the link 

from our capped 

spring to the 

reservoir tanks… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

=============================================================================================== 

MISSED THE LAST NEWSLETTER UPDATE  

SEPTEMBER 2020?  > CLICK HERE…  

=============================================================================================== 

https://www.health.go.ug/covid/
http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-content/uploadedfiles/2020/09/KH-Update-SEPTEMBER-2020-F.pdf
http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-content/uploadedfiles/2020/09/KH-Update-SEPTEMBER-2020-F.pdf
http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-content/uploadedfiles/2020/09/KH-Update-SEPTEMBER-2020-F.pdf


A VERY IMPORTANT VISITOR… 

    

 

 

Now age 3 ½ years, this little girl was born weighing only 800 grams in Kisiizi and was cared for in the neonatal 

special care baby unit for many weeks until she was strong enough to go home.  It is a great joy to see such children 

growing up healthy…. 

We enjoyed meeting an unexpected team from St. Paul’s Hospital in Kasese 

who came to visit Kisiizi to look at our community insurance scheme, 

Stre@mline (the IT system we have developed) and our hydroelectricity. 

 

 

 

We smiled at the outfit worn by one of our Ascari security team who had been 

cold in the night but had to combine his warm clothes with a mask… 



Saying goodbye to our nursing and medical inters after their year with us ended 30th  September.   

Because of the disruption to medical schools by covid, there are few graduates ready to take up their internships at 

present.  We have only received 2 nursing and 2 medical interns but expect more probably in January.  We have 

therefore kept six of the interns in the photo on as short-term medical officers to the end of December to ensure 

patient services are maintained. 

A temporary 

wooden barrier is 

in place near the 

generator house 

to reduce the risk 

of any further 

damage from 

flooding. 

You can still see 

the 

discolouration of 

the wall of the 

generator house 

from the muddy 

flood waters.  A 

permanent brick 

wall will be built 

and the channel 

widened and 

deepened 

further. 



However in all the challenges 

of covid, flood and economics, 

we trust that God will bring us 

through and His light will 

continue to shine in Kisiizi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are not yet on the emailing 

list then contact 

khmedsup@gmail.com to join. 

Feedback from Kisiizi, video messages, 

future plans and hopefully question 

and answers with Kisiizi staff panel…. 

mailto:khmedsup@gmail.com


Members of the Board of Governors and Management at the Board meeting 3rd November 2020 

 

This photo taken in the early 

morning in Kisiizi shows the 

bright light of the planet 

Venus, the biblical Morning 

Star, a sign of hope and the 

promise of a new day 

dawning… 

 
 (being just south of the equator 

we enjoy the ecliptic above us so 

the planets are often seen…). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

=============================================================================================== 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS, ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT helping us to bring 

L I F E  I N  A L L  I T S  F U L L N E S S . 
 We would be glad to hear from you (khmedsup@gmail.com) that you have safely received this 

newsletter.   If you wish us to update your email address to a more permanent one or remove you 

from our list please email us.  

 

"Would you be happy to receive regular email updates from Kisiizi Partners? If so, please respond to 

this email/email richard@kisiizipartners.org.uk and we can add you to our mailing list with your 

consent to adhere to GDPR regulations"  

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.kisiizihospital.org.ug   www.kisiizifalls.com    www.streamlinehealth.org 

Absa bank (previously Barclays):  Kabale branch 

Sort code 01-32-61  Account: COU Kisiizi Hospital 6003717303 

To benefit from Gift Aid  

please give via Kisiizi Partners 

www.kisiizipartners.org.uk 
 

UK Account: National Westminster Berkhamsted branch 

Sort code 55-70-10 Account: Kisiizi Hospital  06513123 

mailto:khmedsup@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/h/szbqowumyrja/?&cs=wh&v=b&to=richard@kisiizipartners.org.uk
http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/
http://www.kisiizifalls.com/
http://www.streamlinehealth.org/
http://www.kisiizipartners.org.uk/

