
FLASH FLOODING TUESDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2020 
 

With very little warning we 

had very heavy downpours 

resulting in flash flooding.  

Thankfully the new channel we 

had put in place after the 

serious floods in 2017 made a 

huge difference but culverts 

under the main road just 

above Kisiizi were 

overwhelmed and the water 

overflowed across our land. 

 

 

 

 

Water with mud entered the Children’s Ward, Lower 

Medical, Laundry, Generator House.  Patients had to 

be evacuated to higher wards and this was 

achieved. Nobody was injured or died.  Branches 

from some big trees came down but thankfully 

nobody was hurt. 

 

Right: water and mud flowing around and through 

the Mothers’ Waiting Home… 

There was some flooding over the roundabout area but nowhere near as high as in 2017.  The photo shows 

a drama unfolding of which I was unaware when taking the picture – you can just see a figure leaning into 

the left side of the parked car under two umbrellas… it was Sister Hanna who was just heading for a late 

lunch and saw a mother in the car about to deliver!  So she ended up delivering the baby in the car without 

any equipment, resuscitating the (premature) baby and then moving them to the Maternity department and 

special care baby unit respectively, thankfully both doing well. 



The work we had done on the junction boxes meant the power was not interrupted but the main generator was affected 

by water and mud getting into the generator house. Thankfully the back up hydro is in a higher level building and was 

fine. You can see the force of the water causing waves and carrying a huge amount of mud. 

 
 

 
The main hydro-electricity generator is in the foreground, the back up diesel generator is in the background, and the 

steps lead up to the back-up hydro-electricity generator that is now running the hospital.  It will take days to clean up the 

mess and let it all dry out and hopefully get the main turbine working again. 



 
Thankfully the Ahumuza Centre for patients with mental health problems seen in the background was not 

flooded and is fine. But children’s ward below had to be evacuated rapidly. 

 
 

 



 
The storm was violent enough to bring down some big branches blocking some paths 

 
Lower Medical ward was also evacuated 

 



 
The waterfall was so dark due to all the mud in the water that it blended into the rocky background and 

was almost invisible! 

 

IN SUMMARY 

• We are grateful that nobody was hurt 

• We are glad it happened in daylight and not in the middle of the night 

• We are thankful to our Staff who worked hard to keep patients safe 

• We are glad that Sr Hanna walked past the car at just the right time to help the mother and baby 

 

• Our water pipes from our capped spring source to our reservoir tanks have all been washed away.  

The tank is full so we will be ok for a while and hope we can get connected quickly. 

 

• Our main generator is likely to be off for at least 5 days impacting the hospital staff and community. 

Pray for Herbert and the Power company working on this. 

 

• A computer server has malfunctioned that may be due to the power fluctuations and is affecting 

clinical services so we are trying to sort this out. 

 

WE ARE SO GRATEFUL TO KNOW THAT THE WIDER KISIIZI FAMILY STANDS WITH US IN 

SUCH CHALLENGES COMING ON TOP OF THE IMPACT OF COVID-19. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT. 

 

www.kisiizihospital.org.ug 


