
 “PRESSING ON…” 
“I press on towards the goal…” Philippians 3:14 

Dear Friends of Kisiizi… 

Greetings to you all once again from Church of 

Uganda Kisiizi Hospital… thanks to all who have 

sent messages of encouragement in these 

challenging times.  We lift our eyes to the hills 

around Kisiizi and ask “where does our help 

come from?” The answer echoes from Psalms 

“our help comes from the Maker of heaven 

and earth”... and as we enjoyed the dramatic 

spectacle of the solar eclipse we rejoiced that 

we are surely in safe hands.   

One such encouragement was a surprise visit by Bishop Benon Magezi, the Chairman of the Kisiizi Board of 

Governors, who personally accompanied a lorry load of posho (maize flour) sent by North Kigezi Diocese who had 

received support from Armidale Diocese in Australia to help communities challenged by the lock-down restrictions.  

Here, behind the masks, you can partly see Bishop Benon handing over a sack to Moses Mugume, Senior Hospital 

Administrator. 

Staff have been gratefully receiving supplies of the posho, especially in the context 

of Kisiizi having had to cut salaries by 25% for all staff. Patient numbers have reduced due to the transport 

restrictions and outreach clinics, including mental health, were stopped by the authorities.  This can have serious 

consequences for our communities as the failure to immunise children and conduct ante-natal checks can lead to 

serious health problems. 

 

 

 



We have recently held a 

meeting of the Executive 

Committee with members of 

Management to review the 

Scheme.  For the first time we 

are seeing some drop out of 

members as the financial 

pressures in the community 

impact families.  

 

 Nevertheless we still have around 40,000 members 

in 6 districts and 220 community groups up to 

60km from Kisiizi.  The annual premiums have 

been increased by 1,000 shillings (about 20 pence 

sterling) per person and must still be some of the 

cheapest in the world!  Co-payment charges have 

also been increased in response to the hospital 

itself having to increase user fees. 

 

The Scheme continues to provide huge benefits both in terms 

of financial protection against catastrophic health expenditure in the event of serious acute health 

problems, and significant health benefits including a dramatic reduction in childhood stunting and admission rates 

from clinics. 

We are exploring possible new links that may help us expand the benefits to many more communities… 

=============================================================================================== 

 

IMPORTANT SUPPLIES arriving… 

 

 

 

A number of key medicines and supplies are still not available, e.g. some 

epilepsy treatments, but some important supplies including spare oxygen 

cylinders and monitors for patients in high-dependency have safely arrived… 

we are so grateful for Kisiizi friends who have helped Kisiizi to acquire this life-

saving equipment for sick patients including any covid-19 cases.  The numbers 

of cases in Uganda are increasing and we don’t know how it will evolve…we 

have one suspect currently in the Isolation Unit. 



Kisiizi mainly uses oxygen concentrators to 

provide oxygen for patients.  However the 

ones we have can only generate up to 5 

litres/minute whilst some patients (and, it 

seems, many sick covid-19 cases) need high-

flow oxygen of 10 litres/min or more.  So we 

have cylinders to provide this and to back up 

should we have power cuts though thanks to 

Kisiizi Power these are usually brief. 

 

The patient monitors display pulse, ECG,  

blood pressure, respiration rate, temperature 

and oxygen saturation levels so are really valuable in tracking patients’ 

progress and quickly recognising any deterioration.  They have already 

proved valuable, the photos show a very sick maternity patient now 

recovering and a gentleman who needed a craniotomy for severe 

trauma again making good progress on surgical ward HDU. 

This equipment is part of our preparedness for Covid-19 and will help 

Kisiizi offer High Dependency care to adults and children. 

 

SUPPORT FROM THE MINISTRY 

OF HEALTH 
In addition to help from the Diocese and 

Kisiizi friends 

in Uganda 

and 

overseas, we 

recently 

received a 

small 

contribution 

from the Ministry of Health via the District Health Officer of 20 N95 masks (these are 

“particulate respirators” suitable for higher risk situations where aerosols are generated 

in the  of patients with COVID-19 disease) and 2 boxes of normal surgical masks.   

 

Here we see Sister Pamela 

Miremba, Principal Nursing 

Officer, holding the consignment. 

 

Kisiizi is also grateful for 

donations of two sets of 

gumboots, an infra-red 

thermometer and 5 gowns from World Health Organization.  

It all helps! 

 

 

 

 

More information from the Ministry of Health regarding progress of Covid-19 in Uganda is available on  

https://covid19.gov.go.ug/ 
 

https://covid19.gov.go.ug/


NEW DELIVERY BED FOR MATERNITY… 
We are very grateful to Church Missionary 

Society (CMS) for their support including the 

funds for a new delivery bed.   

This allows us to have contingency to deliver a 

mother in our Isolation Unit if she is suspected to 

have COVID-19 disease as we cannot risk her 

mixing with other mothers in the main Maternity 

department. 
 

======================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



=========================================================================== 

FOCUS ON >>> Ophthalmology 

Benon Musiimire (above) has worked in Kisiizi for decades.  He is an Ophthalmic Assistant and also is 

trained to take X-rays!   We currently average just over a hundred patients a month with specific eye 

problems. We have benefited greatly from regular support from Dr Keith Waddell (left) and his team 

from Ruharo Eye Hospital in Mbarara.  Keith had worked as 

Medical Superintendent at Kagando Hospital many years ago then 

specialised in Ophthalmology. He has achieved remarkable outcomes in patients 

with retinoblastoma, a terrible form of eye cancer.   
 

Recently we were glad to welcome Professor Amos Twinamasiko (right) also from 

Mbarara.  Amos had been Medical Superintendent in Kisiizi from 1986 – 1988 

having taken over from Dr Kevin Vaughan who had served from 1977-1986.  Amos 

came to scope out potential developments in our Eye Care Services which we 

hope will be expanded to include an Ophthalmic Clinical Officer.   

=================================================================== 

Dust and smoke!  On the left a cloud of dust from our road in the dry spell … 

 

On the right a fire on the 

hill behind some of the 

Kisiizi staff houses.  

Thankfully it was 

brought under control. 

Now we have had rain 

and things have settled… 
 



================================================ 
 

Mental health pressures due to 

lockdown impact: 
 

Police Deputy Spokesperson, Polly Namaye, says cases of suicide 

are increasing during this period.  Reports show that it is because of 

mental health related issues.  Domestic violence cases have equally 

increased.  We encourage the public to remain lawful as we fight 

COVID 19. #SecurityUpdate 
================================================ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

======================================== 

 

Left:  a mother and baby with a friend at the Kisiizi Canteen to buy some food. 

Right:  a young patient has clearly regained his appetite and is making up for lost time! Getting him better needed a 

multi-disciplinary team including the laboratory to guide clinical management… we have had some challenges with 

lab equipment malfunction that has now been rectified.  Mr Samuel Asiimwe, a lab technician and a long term 

worker in Kisiizi has taken over as the In-Charge. He is married to Faith Komujuni who is our Data Manager. 

=================================================================== 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hope Community Clinic 

in Rwentobo has of course 

been affected by the 

lockdown.  We had hoped 

that new immunisation, child 

welfare and post-natal clinics 

would develop but these are 

on-hold until the situation 

stabilises.   

The World Shine school 

adjoining the clinic is also 

closed. 

 

The photos show Loyce, our 

lab assistant, holding a new 

haemoglobinometer to 

assess anaemia and some of 

the clinical areas and lab. 



ENJOYING REHAB…  

 

=============================================================================================== 

Meet the Management Committee – part 2  (more in the last and the next newsletters) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name Mr Ronnie Okello Sister Leah Tumuheirwe Dr Henry Lukabwe 

Role Finance Manager Principal Tutor Specialist Obstetrics & 
Gynaecology 

Joined Kisiizi 2018 1997 In 2012 as an Intern, then 
Medical Officer, now Specialist 

Family Married to Joy and they have 3 
children. 

Married to Rev. Gershom a 
retired teacher, they have 3 

children. 

Married to Ruth in January 2020 

 Ronnie had previously worked 
at another Church of Uganda 
Hospital, Rushere Community 

Hospital, which is between 
Masaka and Mbarara. 

Leah has a background of 
nursing, then serving as an 
Anaesthetics Officer before 

Tutor training and moving to 
the 

School of Nursing & Midwifery 

Henry trained as an intern 
doctor in Kisiizi and was then 
sponsored by us to specialise. 

He is a keen musician and leads 
a housegroup when Covid 

allows! 

=============================================================================================== 

If you have not yet heard the African 
version of The Blessing song that is going 
around the world, do listen and enjoy a 
taste of Africa!  https://youtu.be/Gq0LWHX7odM 

Mothers and staff at a group physiotherapy session in the 

Rehabilitation Unit prior to social distancing! 

https://youtu.be/Gq0LWHX7odM


 
 

 
Kisiizi continues to have an amazing impact all over the world.  Leleti Phillips, a tourism Masters student at the 

Pantheon Sorbonne of University of Paris, chose Kisiizi Falls as a project due to its links with the United Nations 

World Tourism Organization ST-EP Project (sustainable tourism, eliminating poverty).  Click below to read it: 

http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-content/uploadedfiles/2020/06/Phillips_Kisiizi-Falls-Tourism-Project.pdf 

=============================================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-content/uploadedfiles/2020/06/Phillips_Kisiizi-Falls-Tourism-Project.pdf


 

www.kisiizipartners.org.uk 

Thanks to all who have walked, climbed, 

cycled etc. to support Kisiizi Partners! 

Brilliant! 

========================================= 

MISSED THE LAST NEWSLETTER UPDATE:  MAY 2020?   

> CLICK HERE…  http://www.kisiizihospital.org.ug/wp-

content/uploadedfiles/2020/05/KH-Update-May-2020-f.pdf  

 

================================================================ 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS, ENCOURAGEMENT 

AND SUPPORT helping us to bring 

L I F E  I N  A L L  I T S  F U L L N E S S . 
     

We would be glad to hear from you (khmedsup@gmail.com) that you have safely received this newsletter.   If you wish us to 

update your email address to a more permanent one or remove you from our list please email us.  

IF YOU DO NOT WISH YOUR CONTACT EMAIL TO BE SHARED WITH KISIIZI PARTNERS PLEASE EMAIL US.    Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.kisiizihospital.org.ug   www.kisiizifalls.com    www.streamlinehealth.org 

Absa bank (previously Barclays):  Kabale branch 

Sort code 01-32-61  Account: COU Kisiizi Hospital 6003717303 

To benefit from Gift Aid  

please give via Kisiizi Partners 

www.kisiizipartners.org.uk 
 

UK Account: National Westminster Berkhamsted branch 

Sort code 55-70-10 Account: Kisiizi Hospital  06513123 
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