Warm greetings once again
from Church of Uganda Kisiizi
Hospital
www.kisiizihospital.org.ug
www.kisiizifalls.com
Kisiizi has been busy in a
whole range of areas as you
will see in this update…
visitors from different parts of
Uganda and further afield
come and go bringing their
skills and enthusiasm to
encourage our teams…

Greatly missed:

Kisiizi Hospital was saddened by the news of the

death of Mr Charles Byabakama, a long-term member of our Board of Governors. Charles
had been a senior leader in the Rukungiri district administrative structure and was always
very supportive of the work of Kisiizi. More recently he had been appointed the Chairman
of the Board’s Finance Sub-Committee.
We are very grateful for his contribution to the Board over many years and will greatly
miss his presence.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------We have also had some big goodbyes as colleagues who have worked with us for decades have retired…

FAREWELL…
Sister Nancy Mwebesa trained as an enrolled then diploma
nurse and added midwifery and worked in Kisiizi for many
years. When previous Medical Superintendent, Dr Lionel Mills,
had the vision to start mental health services, Nancy trained as
a Psychiatric Clinical Officer and has led the mental health
services in Kisiizi ever since. She has helped countless patients
and dug the first hole in preparing the ground for the new
Ahumuza Centre which is now in constant use.
Sister Ann Moore, a CMS missionary, has also served in Kisiizi
for decades as a nurse on Children’s Ward and a Clinical
Instructor in the School of Nursing and Midwifery but her main interest has been in Special Care Baby Unit and she
has cared for many sick babies over the years. She also served on the hospital Management Committee.

Goodbye party for Sister Ann in the School of Nursing
& Midwifery
In addition to departmental goodbyes, there was a
big Thanksgiving service in Chapel to celebrate the
contribution the two Sisters have made over many
years. The Medical Superintendent preached about
“A Servant Heart” to the large congregation which
included staff, students and special guests including
some previous staff.

After the service there were chapattis and soda for everyone and the invited guests went to the Kisiizi Falls Visitors
Centre for a farewell lunch and speeches and presentations.
Thanksgiving Service

Gideon, previously a member of Kisiizi Hospital Power
Limited but now upgrading to a degree, won the prize
for widest smile!

The children were not forgotten…

Sister Nancy, Sister Esther (former Principal Nursing Officer), Sister Ann and Sister Allen (previous Ward Sister)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Other farewells included graduating nursing students in the Discipleship Group seen with Canon Joshua, Sr Ann and
Dr Henry. The group meets every Saturday afternoon led by Herbert Kwikiriiza, the Manager of Kisiizi Power Limited.

We also say a huge thankyou to visiting doctors who have helped us in the past months including Dr Lynsey Doran,
Dr Marie Smith, Dr Ruth Kitchener, Dr Catherine James, and Dr Natalie Dennehy. Your input and support is much
appreciated. Please keep in touch and be Kisiizi ambassadors! (and don’t forget to put a review of Kisiizi Falls on
TripAdvisor too!)

AND WELCOME!

Dr Robert Mugarura (left), our specialist general surgeon, has reduced to part-time until the end of September when
he will leave Kisiizi after many years of faithful service. We are delighted to welcome Dr Paul Matovu (right) who has
now started work with us as our new general surgeon having trained as a specialist in Kampala.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------University College
Dublin Volunteers
Overseas team came
for 4 weeks to help in a
range of areas
including supporting a
two week cerebral
palsy camp for 25
children which had a
tremendous impact on
the families who find
new hope and support.
Activities included the
making of chairs,
walking aids etc from
wood or papier
mache…
an
Families received training on
how to feed their children a
good diet, exercises and
hygiene and will be followed up
by the Kisiizi Rehabilitation
team. The Nutrition
programme in Kisiizi has
expanded the area of gardens
to produce a range of
vegetables etc. as well as the
chicken and goat projects and
some commuity gardens have
been established as well to support on-going care in the villages.

Two mothers read speeches saying that
coming to Kisiizi they had found hope…
On the final day there were songs, dances
and certificates and great celebration!
Kisiizi staff and students learnt new skills
and everyone enjoyed working together…
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Other visitors included this multi-disciplinary
group from Fort Portal Regional Referral
Hospital who came to Kisiizi to see our
Stre@mline IT system in action.
Here they are seen taking time out to visit Kisiizi
Falls and the extraordinary monument. They
were very impressed with Stre@mline having
viewed it being used for registration, triage,
consultation, lab, pharmacy etc. with its inbuilt
patient safety features and instant access to
current national and international guidelines.
-----------------------------------------------------------------Kisiizi receives medical students on their electives from
all over the world. Here Claire & Joey from UK share a
joke with Sister Hanna…
Some of these students later return to Kisiizi as junior
doctors and long term supporters.
Kisiizi relies on partnership with individuals, churches
and groups for its long term sustainability. If you are
not already supporting Kisiizi through a group then
please join Kisiizi Partners www.kisiizipartners.org.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------We had our first visit from an enthusiastic group
from Kettering Hospital UK led by Liz Power, a
member of St George’s Church in Stamford with
whom Kisiizi has links going back decades.
Here Liz is handing over a portable oxygen
concentrator to Sister Pamela, our Principal Nursing
Officer. This equipment allows oxygen to be
continued even when moving patients e.g. to x-ray
etc.

CHAPLAINCY
Rev. Canon Joshua Bwebale is Kisiizi Hospital
Chaplain and has a background in HIV
counselling. Our assistant chaplain is Rev.
Warren. Together they co-ordinate a range of
activities including support for patients including
palliative care and counselling as well as
services, fellowship groups, missions etc.

Here one of the nurses uses props to illustrate a point in chapel
prayers to do with putting on the whole armour of God!

Staff lead a short thought for the day and prayers
on the wards in the mornings including the
recently decorated surgical ward shown here.
Kisiizi is sending a nurse for further training in
Palliative Care as we aim to develop these
services.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLINICAL WORK

Kisiizi continues to see

patients with a wide range of conditions. This skull xray shows a
serious fracture in a child hit by a motorcycle.

This child has just had some vitamin medication leaving a
green smile!

The Special Care Baby Unit is really in a corridor and is
cramped. Plans are underway to build a new two storey
ward block to house an expanded maternity unit and a new
much larger neonatal unit as well as Intensive Care facilities
if we can raise the necessary support.
Early infant diagnosis of HIV
Point of care testing on children’s ward
Below: Katto in the Rwentobo Laboratory

We are grateful to all our Staff in Maternity,
Gynaecology, Surgery, General Medicine, Psychiatry,
Rehabilitation and, of course, Paediatrics
departments as well as
in the Clinics and support services lab, pharmacy, imaging, admin, data etc.
In addition to all the different work in Kisiizi we now have a full time team in
Rwentobo where we run the Hope Community Clinic, a level III facility that is
developing well having been open since 14th May. We are recruiting new members of
our Kisiizi Community Insurance Scheme, now up to 42,900+ members!
Right: Child from World Shine Rwentobo school served by the Hope Community Clinic

KISIIZI SCHOOL OF
NURSING & MIDWIFERY
We have recently had the examination period (a good excuse for
revision outside in the grounds of the School) and now there is a
bit of unwind time as Kisiizi hosts the Regional Sports for schools
of nursing with about 400 visiting students!

As well as the
academic papers,
examinations
include practical
skills
demonstrated on
models…

Regional Sports tournament for Schools of
Nursing: Students
and Tutors from
eight schools
across our region
are here in Kisiizi
as we write.
Unfortunately for the sports there has been a lot of rain but the participants have
continued undaunted with enthusiastic noisy supporters cheering them on…

KEEPING IT ALL ON THE ROAD…24 hours a day…
A lot of support services are needed to keep all the ministries of Kisiizi operational.. here is Fred doing complicated
surgery on a vehicle!
Here are the Kisiizi Power Limited team working on
maintenance on our 300kW hydro-electricity generator…

Moon over Kisiizi:
24 hours round the clock Kisiizi keeps
going… and in its 61 year history it has never
turned anyone away.
There is no such thing as a ward being full, if
necessary patients will end up on a mattress
on the floor in order to access the care
available.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KISIIZI COMMUNITY
HEALTH INSURANCE
SCHEME
Members of the Executive Committee of the
Kisiizi Community Health Insurance Scheme
are elected by the 212 group leaders. Here
the Executive are meeting in the Primary
School Library with Kisiizi Management to
plan for the year ahead and the forthcoming
AGM.
We thank God that with a turnover of 713
million shillings in the financial year to June
30th 2019 we achieved a surplus of 2 million shillings. As our goal is to break even we are delighted!
The Scheme continues to grow partly linked to our new Rwentbo Hope Clinic and we anticipate new groups up as far
as the Rwandan border. Recent research from Stre@mline data on around 93,000 patients (!) shows the admission
rates for insurance patients are only half that of non-insured patients suggesting they come sooner before their
conditions deteriorate, another significant benefit of membership as well as the financial protection offered.

KISIIZI HOSPITAL PRIMARY SCHOOL

A Nursery Class enjoying
the sun…

A Primary School class
in session (though
maybe a little distracted
by the photographer!)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

KISIIZI FALLS TOURISM PROJECT
Proceeds from Kisiizi Falls go to the Kisiizi Hospital Good Samaritan
Fund to support the most needy and vulnerable patients.
Amazingly since starting at Christmas 2016 we have had over 21,000
visitors!
The crested crane chick that appeared in the
June newsletter has done well as shown in the
photo here:

Pupils from a range of schools in our region are coming to visit Kisiizi
Falls. In addition to the beautiful scenery, they learn something about
Aquaponics, renewable energy and the story of
transformation from a place of despair to a
place of hope.
For the more adventourous, the Kisiizi Falls
SkyTrail 3 stage zip-line is a high altitude high
adrenaline ride, the final run being high above
the level of the waterfall. The photos show a
couple from central Europe after the rides
with the staff team who all work for the Kisiizi
Hospital Power Limited company and are
used to climbing up electricity poles!

Data highlights:

Financial year July 2018 – June 2019

General out-patients
Dental
Deliveries

Ante-natal new attenders
Lab tests
Operations

57,802
2,924
1,956

1,993
4,364
2,535

Mental health 3,971
Admissions
8,193
Transfusions
445

Thank you for your prayers and support as Kisiizi seeks to be
light in the world…
www.kisiizihospital.org.ug
www.kisiizifalls.com
www.streamlinehealth.org

